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ARE  LOUISANA'S  HUNTING  AND  FISHING 
LICENSES  TOO  HIGH,  TOO  LOW  OR  JUST  RIGHT? 

That  appears  to  be  a  question  that  may  be  considered  by  the 
Legislature  at  its  forthcoming  session  in  May.  It  is  a  matter  of 
interest  to  many  sportsmen  and  conservationists  in  Louisiana. 

To  those  interested  in  this  subject,  the  compilation  of  hunt- 
ing and  license  fees  of  other  states  which  will  be  found  on  pages 
4  and  5  in  this  issue  should  be  of  interest.  It  is  being  published 
in  the  public  interest  and  strictly  for  general  information. 


WILDLIFE  FEDERATION  TO  HOLD 
ANNUAL  MEETING  MAY  1,  2 


PUBLIC  WATERFOWL  MEETING  TO 
BE  HELD  IN  NEW  ORLEANS,  MAY  6 


Conservationists  and  waterfowl 
hunters  of  Louisiana  will  again 
have  an  opportunity  this  year  to 
meet  with  officials  of  the  U.  S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  in  an 
open  meeting  to  hear  a  discussion 
of  first-hand  information  on  the 
current  migratory  waterfowl  situ- 
ation. 

Twelve  key  states  have  been 
selected  throughout  the  nation  for 
this  new  series  of  waterfowl  meet- 
ings, which  will  be  patterned  along 
the  lines  of  the  experimental 
hearings  held  for  the  first  time 
last  year.  Louisiana  is  one  of 
the  states  that  have  been  selected 
for  this  open  meeting  and  it  will 
be  held  in  the  City  of  New  Or- 
leans on  Thursday,  May  6th, 
beginning  at  10:00  A.  M.,  at  the 
St.  Charles  Hotel. 

This  year  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wild- 
life Service  officials  will  make  ex- 
tensive use  of  new  sets  of  slides 
and  charts  to  illustrate  their  talks 
on  waterfowl. 

"We  hope",  stated  Albert  M. 
Day,  director  of  the  Service,  "that 
organized  conservation  groups, 
sportsmen,  outdoor  writers  and  all 
persons  interested  in  the  restora- 
tion of  waterfowl  will  take  advant- 
age of  the  opportunity  to  attend 
this  meeting  in  New  Orleans  and 
to  submit  any  information,  recom- 
mendations or  statements  they 
desire  to  offer  to  the  Service  offi- 
cials in   charge". 

Mr.  Day  emphasized,  however, 
that  no  details  of  the  hunting  regu- 
lations for  1948  would  be  avail- 
able for  these  conferences  because 
"we  cannot  attempt  to  set  the  1948 
season  until  after  we  see  what  the 
spring  hatch  will   be". 

Dr.    Clarence    Cottam,    assistant 


director  of  the  Service,  will  pre- 
side at  the  New  Orleans  meeting 
and  will  be  one  of  the  featured 
speakers.  James  Silver  of  Atlanta, 
Regional  Director  of  the  U.  S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service,  will  also  at- 
tend the  New  Orleans  meeting, 
and  there  is  a  possibility  that  other 
top  officials  of  the  Sex-vice  will  be 
in  attendance.. 

In  addition  to  the  New  Orleans 
conference,  other  open  meetings 
have  been  scheduled  for  Minne- 
apolis, Minn.,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
Chicago,  Denver,  Houston,  Mem- 
phis, Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  Boston,  Baltimore 
and  Salt  Lake  City. 


HUNTING  SEASON  NOW 
OFFICIALLY   AT  END 

When  the  15-day  season  on 
wild  turkey  gobblers  closed  on 
April  15th,  that  brought  to  an 
official  close  the  1947-48  hunting- 
season  in  Louisiana.  No  legal 
hunting  is  now  permitted  in  Lou- 
isiana until  next  Fall  when  the 
season  opens  October  1st  on  squir- 
rels, chipmunks  and  rabbits. 


Commissioner 
Montgomery  to 
Resign  in  May 

Commissioner  Luther  S.  Mont- 
gomery has  announced  that  he  will 
resign  as  head  of  the  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  Department  the  first 
part  of  May  and  will  resume  the 
practice  of  law  in  Shreveport,  his 
home. 

Montgomery  has  served  as  Com- 
missioner of  the  Department  since 
July  18,  1946.  He  became  con- 
nected with  the  old  Conservation 
Department  as  an  attorney  in 
December,  1944,  and  resigned  in 
March,  1945,  to  enter  the  Navy. 
Following  his  discharge  in  March, 
1946,  he  resumed  his  post  with  the 
Department  and  in  July  was 
named  Commissioner. 

A  number  of  new  programs  and 
projects  were  initiated  and  car- 
ried out  during  Commissioner 
Montgomery's  term,  and  in  his  re- 
port to  the  Legislature,  the  Com- 
missioner among  other  things, 
stated  that  the  revenues  collected 


FISHERIES  INSTITUTE  ELECTS 
LOUISIANA   DIRECTORS 

Three  Louisiana  men  were 
elected  regional  directors  of  the 
National  Fisheries  Institute  at  its 
annual  convention  held  the  second 
week  in  April  in  San  Francisco. 
Those  named  were  B.  S.  Norahan, 
New  Orleans;  Bertoul  Cheramie, 
Houma,  and  John  -Santos,  Pat- 
terson. 


Luther   S.    Montgomery 


The  Louisiana  Wildlife  Federa- 
tion will  hold  its  annual  conven- 
tion in  Alexandria  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  May  1  and  2,  it  is  an- 
nounced by  Dr.  Ernest  Angelo, 
Bogalusa,  president.  Headquarters 
will  be  at  the  Bentley  Hotel  where 
all  the  convention  sessions  will 
take  place. 

According  to  Dr.  Angelo  an  in- 
teresting program  for  the  annual 
meeting  is  now  in  the  process  of 
being  arranged.  Featured  speakers 
will  include  a  representative  of 
the  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Serv- 
ice, at  least  one  or  more  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Louisiana  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department, 
and  representatives  from  the  Con- 
servation Department  of  neighbor- 
ing states. 

Various  units  in  Louisiana  have 
been  advised  of  the  meeting  and 
asked  to  select  delegates.  The  an- 
nual banquet,  which  is  a  feature  of 
the  convention,  will  take  place  on 
Saturday  evening. 

Another  feature  of  the  annual 
meeting  will  be  the  awarding  of 
the  Governor's  trophy  to  the  club 
reporting  the  largest  increase  in 
the  percentage  number  of  mem- 
bers since  the  last  meeting.  The 
Madison  Parish  Sportsmen's  Club 
won  the  trophy  last  year  and  the 
year  before  it  was  won  by  the 
Lafourche  Parish  Sportsmen's 
club.  The  Governor's  trophy  award 
was  inaugurated  by  Governor 
Jimmie  H.  Davis  two  years  ago. 
It  is  passed  on  each  year  to  the 
club  showing  the  largest  increase 
in  membership.  To  win  permanent 
possession,  it  is  necessary  for  a 
club  to  win  the  award  for  three 
consecutive  years. 

Officers  of  the  Louisiana  Wild- 
life Federation,  in  addition  to  Dr. 
Angelo,  are  J.  Martin  Shevnin, 
Alexandria,  Vice-President,  Angus 
Eason,  Jr.,  New  Orleans,  Secre- 
tary, and  A.  K.  Northrop,  New 
Orleans,  Treasurer. 

According  to  Secretary  Eason, 
the  present  paid  up  membership 
is  in  excess  of  6,000. 
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JIMMIE  H.  DAVIS 
Governor  of  Louisiana 


LUTHER  S.  MONTGOMERY 
Commissioner 
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TOTAL  OF  63  HUNTING  ACCIDENTS 
OCCURRED  IN  LOUISIANA  DURING 
THE  PAST  HUNTING  SEASON 


Hunting  accidents  in  Louisiana 
during  the  1947-48  season  which 
officially  ended  April  15  with  the 
close  of  the  season  on  wild  turkey 
showed  a  decrease  over  the  past 
two  years,  according  to  a  com- 
pilation of  records  maintained  by 
the  Division  of  Education  and 
Publicity  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department. 

The  compilation  shows  that  for 
the  1947-48  hunting  season,  which 
started  October  1st  with  the  open- 
ing of  the  season  on  rabbits  and 
squirrels  until  April  15th,  when 
the  hunting  season  officially 
closed  following  a  15-day  open 
season  on  turkeys,  there  were  a 
total  of  63  hunting  accidents  in 
Louisiana,  15  of  them  fatal. 

During  the  1946-47  season 
there  were  79  hunting  accidents, 
with  22  fatalities.  During  the 
1945-46  hunting  season,  there 
were  71  accidents  with  16  of  them 
fatal. 

As  is  usually  the  case,  most 
of  the  hunting  accidents  were 
caused  by  accidental  discharge  of 
guns  either  while  hunting  or  at 
home.  Another  pattern  that  has 
been  followed  in  Louisiana  in  re- 
cent years  is  the  fact  that  most 
of  the  accidents  involved  young 
people,  ranging  in  ages  from  11 
to  21. 

A  check  of  the  various  hunting 
accidents  involving  young  people 
emphasizes  the  need  for  special 
training  of  young  people  in  proper 
handling  of  firearms. 

Here  are  some  examples  of  how 
fatal  accidents  occurred : 

An  11-year-old  Cotton  Valley 
boy  was  shot  and  killed  while  out 
hunting  squirrels  with  his  father 
and  a  neighbor.  The  boy  was 
shot  by  the  neighbor  who  mistook 
a   rustling  noise  to   be   a   squirrel 


and  fired,  hitting  the  child  in  the 
chest. 

Nine-year-old  Roy  Dennis  of 
Brownville  near  Monroe  was  killed 
while  rabbit  hunting  with  his 
brother  and  two  companions.  The 
four  boys  were  carrying  two  .22- 
calibre  rifles  and  had  surrounded 
a  pile  of  limbs  in  which  a  rabbit 
had  been  located  when,  all  of  a 
sudden  Roy  fell  forward  clutching 
his  chest.  It  was  never  determined 
how  he  was  shot  since  all  the  other 
boys  denied  firing  or  even  hear- 
ing a  shot. 

Richard  Brown,  30-year-old 
Madison  Parish  farmer,  was  killed 
while  out  deer  hunting  with  a 
friend  and  fellow  farmer.  It  was 
reported  that  Brown  had  been 
mistaken  for  a  deer. 

Some  of  the  other  accidents  oc- 
curred  in   the   following   manner: 

Alex  Chachere,  15  years  old,  of 
Opelousas,  suffered  the  loss  of 
three  fingers  on  his  right  hand 
when  his  gun  fell  and  accidentally 
discharged  as  he  was  getting  into 
a  boat. 

Peter  Lalumia,  Jr.,  14,  of  New 
Orleans  was  shot  while  out  rabbit 
hunting  when  his  shotgun  dis- 
charged as  he  was  walking  with 
the  gun  pointed  downward  and 
the  trigger  cocked  and  it  went  off 
when  his  left  foot  struck  the  gun. 

Nolan  Morales,  14,  also  of  New 
Orleans,  was  shot  while  out  duck 
hunting  when  the  shotgun  he  was 
carrying  accidentally  went  off. 

Ferrel  Morales,  12,  of  Bayou 
Road  near  Plaquemine  was  in- 
jured when  a  shotgun  being  un- 
loaded by  a  companion  was  acci- 
dentally discharged. 

Eli  Theriot,  18,  of  New  Or- 
leans was  shot  in  the  leg  while  he 
and  a  companion  were  in  a  skiff 
going  hunting  when  a  16-guage 
shotgun    which    had    been    placed 


PRIZE  WINNING  LETTER 

A  FISHING  GUIDE  REPORTS  THAT 

FISH  ARE  BITING  ON  FAVORITE  STREAMS 


Down  in  the  vicinity  of  Cane 
River  and  Black  Lake,  the  natives 
will  tell  you  that  when  its  comes 
to  knowing  where  the  "big  ones" 
are  and  where  the  fish  are  biting, 
there  is  none  more  experienced 
than  one  Horace  Christolph. 

Recently,  Fishing  Guide  Chris- 
tolph wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Arthur 
Davis,  an  ardent  Shreveport  fish- 
erman, who  also  happens  to  be 
secretary  of  the  Caddo  Wildlife 
Federation,  giving  him  a  late  re- 
port on  fishing  conditions.  The  let- 
ter is  a  masterpiece  of  "homespun 
fishology",  and  we  have  received 
permission  to  reprint  it.  We  know 
you'll  find  it  interesting  and  the 
letter  is  as  follows: 
"Dear   Sirs:   Mr.   Arther. 

"i  am  ritin  you  to  tel  yous  the 
big  ones  a  bitin  mity  good,  yestity 
eving  i  caut  7  of  the  big  on  grey 
river  rut.  be  sur  an  com  down  i 
cin  go  most  anny  fridy  or  satday, 
and  when  yous  com  bing  me  agod 
lin  lik  the  one  you  giv  to  me  las 
yer. 

"yous   kno    the    kin    got   a   that 


in  the  bottom  of  the  boat  was 
accidentally  discharged. 

Shotguns  accounted  for  70  per 
cent  of  the  accidents.  Eighty  per 
cent  of  the  accidents,  both  fata', 
and  otherwise,  resulted  from  ac- 
cidental discharge  of  guns.  Squir- 
rel and  rabbit  hunting  accounted 
for  the  largest  percentage  of  ac- 
cidents. 

The  northern  part  of  the  state 
had  the  largest  number  of  acci- 
dents. 

Methods  used  in  compiling  the 
report,  according  to  Isaac  D. 
Chapman,  director  of  the  Educa- 
tion and  Publicity  Division,  are 
not  guaranteed  to  be  100  per  cent 
accurate.  They  included  careful 
checking  of  all  Louisiana  newspa- 
pers with  assistance  of  reports 
from  enforcement  agents. 


plac  Bacomb  and  Evens  Sporten 
house,  i  paint  the  bote  and  it  loks 
bery  fin.  do  note  lek  a  drop. 

"if  yous  can  mak  it  com  fridy 
and  we  will  mop  up  wid  the  big 
trot  and  the  crappy  to. 

"down  in  wilier  bin  old  big  boy 
tok  my  lin  and  river  rut.  i  wil  bee 
so  much  please  if  you  cin  fine  me 
anover.  if  yous  cin  find  me  2  ties 
seccon  han  the  siz  that  wil  fits 
my  old  chivlet.  i  will  be  thakful 
to  yous  to  much,  all  the  foks  are 
bery  wel  scusin  papa  he  taked 
donwit  the  rumitisum.  i  will  bes 
lokin  for  yous  fridy  or  satday  or 
sur  sundy.  now  i  be  lokin  for  yous 
to  blow  yous  hone,  i  hopes  this 
leter  finds  yous  wel  a  raing  to 
com.  obligin,  yore. 

(S)   Horace  Christolph 
Melros  La." 


Caldwell  Parish 
Sportsmen's  Meet 
Draws  Big  Crowd 

Between  800  and  900  people 
from  all  parts  of  Caldwell  Parish 
attended  a  barbecue  given  by  the 
Caldwell  Parish  Fish  and  Game 
Association  held  at  the  Columbia 
ball  park  the  last  week  in  March. 

Guests  at  this  gathering  in- 
cluded Luther  S.  Montgomery, 
Commissioner  of  the  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  Department,  Major 
James  Brown,  director  of  the  De- 
partment's Fish  and  Game  Di- 
vision, and  Glen  Shadow  of 
Ruston. 

Both  Commissioner  Montgomery 
and  Director  Brown  congratulated 
the  sportsmen  of  Caldwell  Parish 
for  their  fine  organization,  and 
predicted  that  their  efforts  in  pro- 
moting a  real  conservation  pro- 
gram in  that  parish  would  meet 
with  success. 


LOUISIANA   GAME,   FUR   AND   FISH 


Survey  Shows   Wild   Turkey   Ncaring  Extinction  fn  State 


A  scientific  study  and  investi- 
gation of  the  wild  turkey  in  Lou- 
isiana has  recently  been  com- 
pleted and  for  the  first  time  in 
Louisiana  there  is  available  a  writ- 
ten record  of  the  history  and 
progress  of  this  species  of  game. 
The  investigation  brings  out  a 
fact  that  is  known  to  most  all 
Louisiana  sportsmen,  and  that  is 
that  the  wild  turkey  is  almost  ex- 
tinct in  the  state  and  needs  to  be 
protected. 

This  investigation,  known  as 
Louisiana  Pittman-R  obertson 
Project,  3-R,  "Wild  Turkey  Inves- 
tigation," was  conducted  in  Lou- 
isiana between  the  years  1941-47 
by  co-operative  action  of  the  U.  S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  and  the 
Department  of  Wildlife  and  Fish- 
eries to  determine  the  status  of 
wild  turkey  in  Louisiana.  The 
study  was  interrupted  by  the  war 
in  1942,  and  was  resumed  in 
1946.  As  a  Pittman-Robertson 
project,  75  per  cent  of  the  funds 
are  supplied  by  the  government 
from  proceeds  of  the  excise  tax 
on   arms   and   ammunition. 

When  the  study  first  got  under 
way  in  1941,  it  was  found  that 
there  were  a  total  of  approxi- 
mately 158  flocks  of  turkeys  in 
Louisiana  with  1,738  birds.  After 
the  study  was  resumed  in  1946, 
the  inventory  accounted  for  133 
flocks  with  approximately  1,463 
birds,  a  decline  of  25  flocks  or  ap- 
proximately 15  per  cent  of  the 
population  was  noted  between 
1941  and  1947.  During  the  study 
turkeys  were  definitely  found  in 
21    parishes. 

The  following  is  quoted  from 
the  report: 

"This  study  has  shown  that 
the  wild  turkey  population  of 
the  State  is  at  a  critical  low, 
and  that  unless  drastic  meas- 
ures are  undertaken  to  insure 
its  perpetuation,  the  species 
is  in  danger  of  total  extirpa- 
tion. Only  three  areas  of  the 
State  have  a  remaining  popu- 
lation sufficiently  high  to  be 
considered  as  having  a  proper 
breeding  potential,  namely 
(1)  Tensas  and  Madison  Par- 
ishes in  the  Tensas  River 
area;  (2)  St.  Helena,  Liv- 
ingston and  St.  Tammany 
Parishes  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River;  (3)  Morehouse 
Parish  in  the  northeast  sec- 
tion along  the  Ouachita 
River." 

The  report  points  out  that  in 
1946-47,  only  six  parishes  had  a 
population  of  10  or  more  flocks 
of  wild  turkeys.  These  were 
Madison  with  30;  Livingston  with 
23;  St.  Tammany  with  14;  More- 
house with  13;  St.  Helena  with 
12,  and  Tensas  with  10.  Between 
the  years   of   1941   and   1947   the 


number  of  flocks  in  Madison  had 
declined  from  45  to  30,  and  in 
St.  Tammany  from  27  to  14,  de- 
creases of  33  per  cent  and  48  per 
cent,  respectively.  During  this 
period  the  populations  in  Living- 
ston, Morehouse,  St.  Helena  and 
Tensas  Parishes  remained  rela- 
tively stable. 

The  population  of  wild  turkeys 
was  found  at  a  critical  low  in  the 
ten  parishes  of  Allen,  Bienville, 
Caldwell,  Catahoula,  East  Baton 
Rouge,    East    Carroll,    East    Feli- 


have  ever  been  recorded  for  Lou- 
isiana, and  exhaustive  library  re- 
search showed  only  brief  refer- 
ences to  the  bird.  The  earliest 
reference  was  found  to  be  that 
of  a  Du  Pratz  who  in  1758  gave  an 
interesting  account  of  their 
hunting  and  the  utility  of  the 
feathers  in  preparation  of  orna- 
ments by  the  Indians. 

The  research  and  studies  reveals 
the  fact  that  the  original  range 
of  the  wild  turkey  in  Louisiana 
covered    two    large    blocks,    which 


Is  this  majestic  bird,  the  wild  turkey 
Hearing  extinction  in  Louisiana? 


ciana,  Natchitoches,  Rapides  and 
Winn,  which  reported  only  a  sin- 
gle remaining  flock  each. 

At  the  close  of  the  study,  the 
populations  in  the  parishes  of 
Washington,  Union,  Franklin,  La- 
Salle  and  Red  River  were  not 
considered  sufficient  to  insure  a 
proper  breeding  potential.  In 
these  parishes,  the  populations 
were  found  to  be  in  danger  of 
being  decimated  to  a  precarious 
status,  or  even  of  total  extirpa- 
tion. 

The  study  disclosed  that  a 
significant  turkey  population 
was  associated  with  large 
contiguous  blocks  of  hard- 
wood forests,  low  human  pop- 
ulation, protected  areas,  and 
a  small  percentage  of  culti- 
vated   lands. 

No   Previous   Studies 
The   report  points'  out  that   no 
comprehensive    studies    of   turkey 


included  (1)  all  of  the  State  east 
of  the  Mississippi  River  and  north 
of  Lake  Pontchartrain,  and  (2) 
that  portion  of  the  State  north  of 
an  irregular  line  di-awn  from  the 
east  central  boundary  of  Con- 
cordia Parish  to  the  southwestern 
corner  of  Calcasieu  Parish.  This 
area  comprised  all  or  part  of  41 
parishes  and  covered  an  area  of 
approximately  28,000  square 
miles. 

The  first  closed  season  law  on 
turkeys  in  Louisiana  was  enacted 
in  1902.  In  1905  the  legal  bag 
limit  on  turkeys  was  25  per  day, 
and  in  1911,  the  bag  limit  was 
reduced  to  one.  From  1933  to 
1945  there  was  a  state-wide  closed 
season  on  turkey.  At  the  session 
in  1945,  a  15-day  open  season  was 
authorized  with  a  daily  and  sea- 
son bag  limit  of  one  wild  turkey 
gobbler. 

The  report  points  out  that  the 


seriousness  of  the  wild  turkey  sit- 
uation in  Louisiana  can  perhaps  be 
better  appreciated  by  comparing 
the  present  state-wide  population 
with  that  of  other  southern  states. 
In  1941,  it  was  estimated  that 
Alabama  had  13,487  wild  turkeys. 
In  1938,  Virginia  had  approxi- 
mately 22,575  birds.  The  annual 
kill  in  Virginia  for  the  1939-40 
season  was  6,731  turkeys,  which 
is  several  times  more  than  the  en- 
tire population  for  Louisiana. 

The  investigation  also  brings 
out  the  fact  that  certain  habitat 
conditions  are  necessary  for  the 
wild  turkey  to  survive  and  the 
disappearance  of  this  habitat  plus 
the  killing  of  turkeys  by  hunters 
have  been  responsible  for  the 
great  decline  in  the  State. 

In  1942,  57  per  cent  of  Lou- 
isiana's turkey  population  oc- 
curred in  bottomland  hardwood 
regions.  In  1946  the  figure  was 
46  per  cent.  In  1942,  46  per 
cent  of  the  population  occurred 
on,  or  adjacent  to  State  wildlife 
refuges,  which  was  the  same  in 
1946. 

The  report  points  out  that  the 
two  areas  which  showed  the  sharp- 
est decline  between  1942  and 
1946  were  St.  Tammany  and  Mad- 
ison Parishes.  The  Livingston- 
3t.  Helena  parishes  region  did  not 
fluctuate  in  population  during  the 
four  years  and  slight  increases 
were  noted  in  Tensas  and  Union. 

The  report  concludes  with  the 
statement  that  "the  annual  kill, 
both  legal  and  illegal,  constitutes 
a  severe  drain  upon  an  already 
critically   low   turkey  population." 

The  report  illustrated  with 
charts  is  expected  to  be  published 
in  booklet  form  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. 


PARISHES  IN  WHICH 
VIOLATIONS  OCCURRED 
DURING   MARCH 

Ascension  3 

Caldwell  2 

East   Baton   Rouge   4 

Jefferson   1 

Natchitoches    1 

St.  John  2 

Tangipahoa    5 

Tensas    5 

Terrebonne    5 

Union   2 


SOUTHEASTERN  GAME  AND 
FISH  COMMISSIONERS 
TO     MEET 

The  annual  Spring  meeting  of 
the  Southeastern  Game  and  Fish 
Commissioners  Association  will  be 
held  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  April  26 
and  27.  Major  James  Brown,  direc- 
tor of  the  Fish  and  Game  Division 
will  represent  the  Louisiana  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department. 
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$10  FiSHING  FEE 
FOR  NON-RESIDENTS 
TOPS  IN  NATION 

The  1946  regular  session  of  the 
Legislature  increased  the  non- 
resident angling  license  in  Loui- 
siana from  $5.00  to  $10.00  per 
year  and  eliminated  a  four-day 
tourist  license  of  $2.00. 

Considerable  protest  has  been 
heard  in  the  past  two  years  on 
this  license  change,  particularly 
from  camp  operators  and  places 
catering  to  tourists  who  state  that 
this  increased  fee  has  deprived 
them  of  business. 

A  survey  of  the  48  states  re- 
veals the  interesting  fact  that  Lou- 
isiana's $10  non-resident  angling- 
license  fee  is  the  highest  in  the 
nation,  and  that  only  one  other 
state,  Wyoming,  has  a  similiar  $10 
license. 

Non-resident  angling  licenses  in 
other  states  range  from  $2.00 
charged  in  Michigan  to  $7.50 
charged  in  Florida  and  Delaware. 
These  are  annual  licenses.  Most 
states  also  have  a  short-term  or 
tourist  non-resident  angling 
license.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  only 
ten  other  states  besides  Louisiana 
do  not  have  a  short-term  ang- 
ling license. 

Louisiana's  fee  of  $1.00  for  resi- 
dent anglers  appears  to  be  in  line 
with  other  states.  Only  one  state 
in  the  entire  nation,  North  Da- 
kota, with  a  resident  fee  of  50c 
per  year,  charges  less.  Highest 
resident  angling  fees  are  $3.35 
charged  to  residents  of  Connecti- 
cut and  $3.10  charged  to  resi- 
dents of  North  Carolina. 

In  many  states  angling  licenses 
are  required  of  all  residents  who 
fish.  In  Louisiana  the  license  pro- 
visions apply  only  to  those  who 
fish  with  rod  and  reel.  In  1946,  a 
total  of  46,261  residents  angling 
licenses  were  sold  in  Louisiana.  It 
is  estimated  that  there  are  at  least 
ten  times  or  more  that  many  resi- 
dents of  Louisiana  who  fish  with- 
out rod  and  reel  and  therefore  are 
not  required  to  purchase  licenses. 


GLASSELL  ELECTED 
OFFICIAL  OF  DUCKS 
UNLIMITED 

At  the  annual  convention  of 
Ducks  Unlimited  held  in  Washing- 
ton in  April,  A.  C.  "Pops"  Glassell 
of  Shreveport,  was  elected  Vice- 
President  for  the  Gulf  region,  suc- 
ceeding S.  W.  Richardson  of  Ft. 
Worth,  Texas.  Mr.  Glassell  is  a 
former  president  of  this  national 
organization. 

Justice  E.  L.  McHanley  of  the 
Arkansas  Supreme  Court  was 
elected  national  president  of  Ducks 
Unlimited,  succeeding  Morton  W. 
Smith,  Minneapolis  grain  broker, 
who  served  last  year. 


Legislative  Group 
From   Illinois 
Visits  Louisiana 

A  Legislative  Commission  from 
the  State  of  Illinois  who  are  mak- 
ing a  tour  of  several  sections  of 
the  country  to  study  conserva- 
tion set-ups  in  several  states  vis- 
ited Louisiana  April  20th  and  con- 
ferred with  directors  of  various 
divisions  of  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  in  the 
Department's  offices  in  New  Or- 
leans. 

The  Illinois  Legislative  Commis- 
sion comprises  five  Senators  and 
five  Representatives  together  with 
their  technical  advisors.  Repre- 
sentative Fred  J.  Hart  is  chair- 
man of  the  Commission,  Senator 
Frank  J.  Dick  is  vice-chairman 
and    Senator    Clyde    C.    Trager    is 


secretary.  Technical  advisor  is 
Ragnar  G.  Nelson.  Others  com- 
prising the  Commission  are  Sen- 
ators William  G.  Knox,  Martin  B. 
Lohmann,  Lawrence  Rotz  and 
Representatives  Otis  L.  Miller,  C. 
R.  Ratcliffe,  Ora  Smith  and  Harry 
L.  Topping. 

The  staff  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  which  took 
part  in  the  conference  included 
Armand  P.  Daspit,  director  of  the 
Fur  and  Refuge  Division;  Major 
John  G.  Appel,  director  of  the 
Enforcement  Division;  James  N. 
McConnell,  Director  of  the  Oys- 
ters and  Waterbottoms  Division; 
Major  James  Brown,  Director  of 
the  Fish  and  Game  Division;  Isaac 
D.  Chapman,  Director  of  the  Edu- 
cation and  Publicity  Division,  and 
Dr.  James  N.  Gowanloch,  Chief 
Biologist. 


AGENTS   PARTICIPATING 
IN   MARCH   ARRESTS 

Coster    Archibald 1 

Jack  Bates  2 

Seabe   Dixon 1 

Brogan  Fairchild 1 

Cecil   Gilmore   -  3 

Lesma  Hebert  2 

Voladia  Jones 1 

Wm.   M.   Jones 5 

Buckner   LeBlanc   4 

Tames  McFerrin   1 

Joel   G.   McWilliams  7 

Spencer  Maxwell  2 

P.  S.  Reardon  2 

Harry  C.  Reno   -  2 

Geo.   Savario   2 

Lawrence  Sintes  -  1 

Thos.  W.  Stewart  1 

Frank  Trocchiano  1 

Paul   Voitier   1 


FISHING  LICENSE  FEES  BY  STATES 


Resident  Annual 


Non- Resident  Annual 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delawa  re 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Tjouisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New   Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New   Mexico 

New   York 

North   Carolina 

North   Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island 

South   Carolina 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

*  In  effect  during  1947 


$1.00 
$1.75 
$1.50 
$2.00 
$2.00 
$3.35 
$1.25 
$2.00 
$1.25 
$2.00 
$1.00 
$1.50 
$1.00 
$1.0(1 
$1,011 
$1.00 
$1.15 
$1.50 
$2.00 
$1.1)0 
$1.00 


$2.00 
$1.10 
$1.50 
$2.50 
$2.10 
$2.00 
$1.65 
$3.10 

5oe 

$1.10 
$1.25 
$3.00 
$1.60 
$2.25 
$1.10 

$1.00 

$2.00 
$1.10 
$2.00 
$1.25 
$2.00 
$3.00 
$2.00 
$1.00 
$1.50 


$5.00 

$4.00 

$5.00 

$3.00 

$3.00 

$5.35 

$7.50 

$7.50 

$5.25 

$5.00 

$3.00 

$2.25 

Reciprocal 

$3.00 

$5.00 
$10.00 

$5.15 

$5.50 

$5.25 

$2.00 

$3.00 

$5.25 

$3.00 

$5.00 

$2.10 

$3.00 

$4.00 

$5.50 

$3.00 

$5.50 

$6.10 

$3.00 

$3.35 

$5.00 

$5.00 

$2.60 

$3.50 

$5.25 

$3.00 

$5.00 

$5.00 

$3.00 

$5.15 

$5.00 

$5.00 

$5.00 

$3.00 
$10.00 


Tourist  License 


7-day,   $2.00 
5-day,  $2.25 
10-day,  $2.00 
None 
3-day,  $1.00 
3-day,   $1.85 
6-day,   $3.25 
10-day,  $2.25 
10-day,   $1.50 
10-day,  $2.00 
10-day,   $1.00 
14-day,  $1.00 
6-day,  $1.50 
15-day,  $1.00 
3-day,  $1.00 
None 
15-day,  $3.15 
3-day,   $1.75 
3-day,   $1.50 
10-day,  $1.00 
None 
None 
None 
10-day,   $2.50 
None 
None 
3-day,   $1.50 
None 
None 
3-day,   $2.75 
•  5-day,   $2.60 

None 

10-day,   $1.10 

10-day,  $1.25 

10-day,  $3.00 

3-day,   $1.60 

6-day,  $1.50 

2 -day,  $1.10 

5-day,   $1.00 

3-day,  $1.00 

5-day,  $1.10 

10-day,   $1.50 

14-day,  $2.35 

2 -day,   $1.00 

10-day,  $1.50 

1-day.   $1.00 

None 
5-day.  $5.00 
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ONLY  12  STATES 
CHARGE  LESS  THAN 
$2  FOR  HUNTING 

A  survey  among  the  48  states 
reveals  the  fact  that  an  even  dozen 
states  charge  less  than  $2  for  an- 
nual hunting  licenses  for  residents. 
Ten  states  charge  $2  to  residents 
for  hunting  privileges,  the  same 
as  Louisana,  while  24  states  have 
resident  license  fees  for  hunting- 
ranging  from  $2.10  to  as  high  as 
$7.00. 

Prior  to  1946,  Louisiana's  resi- 
dent hunting  licenses  were  $1.00. 
At  the  regular  1946  session,  the 
Legislature  increased  the  resident 
fee  to  $2,  and  provided  that  the 
extra  dollar  be  dedicated  to 
specific  wildlife  conservation  pur- 
poses, fifty  per  cent  for  the  pur- 
chase, construction  and  main- 
tenance of  public  shooting 
grounds;  twenty-five  per  cent  for 
predatory  control,  and  twenty-five 
per  cent  for  propagation  of  migra- 
tory waterfowl. 

Ten  states  have  a  system  of 
state  and  county  licenses.  By  that 
system,  residents  who  hunt  in  just 
one  county,  are  required  to  pur- 
chase a  county  license.  If  they 
desire  to  hunt  anywhere  in  the 
state,  they  then  must  purchase  a 
state  license.  Under  this  system, 
Kentucky,  for  example,  has  a  $1 
county  license,  and  a  $3  state 
license.  Florida  has  a  county 
license  of  $1.75  and  a  state  license 
of  $7.00.  Georgia  has  a  county 
license  of  $1,  and  a  state  license 
of  $3.00.  North  Carolina  has  a 
county  license  costing  $1.10  and  a 
state  license  selling  to  residents  for 
$3.10. 

The  tendency  to  get  away  from 
tourist  licenses  for  hunting  is  ap- 
parent in  the  survey.  Only  7  states 
now  have  a  special  short-term 
hunting  license  for  non-residents. 
Louisiana  formerly  had  a  four-day 
hunting  license  for  non-residents 
which  sold  for  $5,  but  this  was 
eliminated  at  the  1946  session  of 
the  Legislature. 

Also  at  the  1946  session,  the 
license  fee  for  non-residents  was 
increased  from  $15  to  $25.  The 
survey  shows  that  26  states  charge 
less  than  this  amount  for  non- 
resident hunting  licenses,  while  8 
states  have  fees  in  excess  of  Loui- 
siana's $25.00. 


Commissioner  L.  S. 
Montgomery  to 
Resign  in  May 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
by  the  Department  during  the  past 
two-year  period  have  been  greater 
by  over  $200,000  the  appropria- 
tion granted  the  agency.  His  report 
further  pointed  out  that  a  new 
law  whereby  justices  of  the  peace 
are  permitted  to  try  civil  cases 
pertaining  to  conservation  viola- 
tions has  been  highly  successful 
since  it  went  into  effect  in  Sep- 
tember, 1946,  and  that  of  1,700 
conservation      cases      handled      in 


justices  of  the  peace  courts,  all 
but  14  had  been  disposed  of  and 
those  are  still  pending. 

"I  desire  to  thank  all  the  sports- 
men of  Louisiana,  the  members  of 
the  various  parish  sportsmen  or- 
ganizations and  other  groups,  for 
their  fine  co-operation  tendered 
me  during  the  time  it  was  my 
privilege  to  serve  as  Commis- 
sioner," Mongtomery  stated.  "I 
trust  that  this  interest  in  wildlife 
conservation  and  this  fine  co- 
operation will  be  continued  so  that 
the  State's  conservation  program 
may  continue  to  play  a  vital  role 
in  the  future  progress  and  well- 
being  of  the  people  of  Louisiana." 


TYPES    OF   VIOLATIONS 
WHICH  OCCURRED 
DURING  MARCH 

Angling  without  license. 

Commercial  fishing — no  license. 

Fishing  with   illegal  tackle. 

Commercial  fishing  in  closed 
waters. 

Hunting  at  night. 

Hunting  deer  during  closed 
season. 

Hunting  rabbits  during  closed 
season. 

Hunting  migratory  waterfowl 
during  closed  season. 


There  are   10,000  miles  of  fish- 
ing streams  in  our  national  forest. 


HUNTING  LICENSE  FEES  BY  STATES 


Resident  Annual 


Non-Resident  Annual 


TOTAL  OF   30  ARRESTS 
MADE    DURING    MARCH 

Agents  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  made  a  to- 
tal of  30  arrests  during  the  month 
of  March.  The  violations  occurred 
in  10  parishes  and  ranged  from 
angling  without  a  license  to  hunt- 
ing deer,  rabbits  and  migratory 
waterfowl  out  of  season. 


Alabama $3   state;    $1    county 

Arizona $2.50 

Arkansas $1.50 

California $2. on 

Colorado $3.00 

Connecticut $4.35 

Delaware $1.25 

Florida $7  state;    $1.75   county 

Georgia $3.25   state;    $1   county 

Idaho $2.00 

Illinois $2.00 

Indiana $1.50 

Iowa $1.00 

Kansas $1.00 

Kentucky $3   state;    $1    county 

Louisiana $2.00 

Maine $1.15 

Maryland $5.25    state;    $1.25    county 

Massauchusetts $2.00 

Michigan $2.25   big;    $1   small 

Minnesota $2.25   big;    $1   small 

Mississippi $3.25   state;    $1.25   county 

Missouri $2.15  state;  $2.00  county 

Montana '.  .  $2.00   big;    $3.00    small 

Nebraska $1.00 

Nevada $2.50 

New  Hampshire $2.50 

New   Jersey $2.10 

New   Mexico $4.50   gen;    $2.50   small 

New   York $1.65 

North   Carolina $3.10    state;    $1.10   county 

North    Dakota $1.50 

Ohio $1.25 

Oklahoma $1.2  5 

Oregon $3.00 

Pennsylvania $2.00 

Rhode   Island $2.25 

South   Carolina $3.10   state;    $1.10    county 

South   Dakota $5    large;    $1    small 

Tennessee $2.00 

Texas $2.00 

Utah $3.00 

Vermont $1.75 

Virginia $2.50  state;    $1   county 

Washington $3.00   state;    $1.50   county 

West    Virginia $2.00 

Wisconsin $1.50 

Wyoming $5   big;    $3   small 


$25.00 

$25    gen;t    $10   smallj 

$25  gen;    $15   small 

$10.00 

$10.00 

$11.35 

$15.50 

$20.00 

$12.50 

$10  small;    $50  bigg 

$15.00 

$15.50 

Reciprocal,    $5    minimum 

Reciprocal 

$15.50 

$25.00 

$10.15 

$15.50 

$10.25 

$25    big;    $! 

$50.25  big; 

$25.25;    $15 

$15.00 

$100  big;   $25  snia 

Reciprocal 

$10.00 

$15.15 

$10.50 

$60.25 

$10.50 

$15.75 

$25.00 

$15.25 

$15.00 

$15.00 

$15.00 

$10.25 

$15.25 

$25   large;    $20   small 

$15.00 

$25.00 

$30.00 

$12.50 

$15.50 

$25.00 

$15.00 

$50   big;    $25    small 

$100   big;    $10   small 


nail;    $15.15   big 


small 
P25   small 
5    small 


ren;    $15.25   small 


Tourist  License 


7-days,  $5 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 
5-days,  $5.50 
10-days,   $11.00 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 
4-days,   $5.50 

None 

None 

None 
7-days,  $5.25 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 
2-days,   $5 

None 

None 

None 
2-days,   $5 

None 

None 

None 

None 


"In  effect  during  1947. 
t  Means  general  license  for  all  game. 
t  License  restricted  to  small  game  onl 
§  License  good  for  big  game. 
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CIVILIZATION    IN    ONE    EASY    LESSON  j;aSal!e  Sportsmen  Table Resolution 

ravoring  Game  Commission  for  State 
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No  wonder  it  costs  us 

By  Robert  Mann 

Superintendent      of      Conservation 

Forest    Preserve    District    of 

Cook    County,     Illinois 

Behold  the  vacationist,  poor 
guy,  headed  for  the  hinterland — 
he  hopes.  He's  going  to  rough  it. 
Yeah.  He'll  rough  it  with  guides, 
a  lodge,  fireplaces  and  wassail. 
He'll  hurry  there  and  hurry  back. 
Why?  I  don't  know.  He  has  some 

Editor's  Note:  This  is  another 
in  a  series  of  conservation  fea- 
tures made  available  through 
the  Education  Division  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment to  Louisiana  newspapers. 
The  cartoon  accompanying  the 
article  is  by  J.  N.  "Ding"  Darl- 
ing, nationally  known  conserva- 
tion authority.  The  article  by 
Mr.  Mann  is  very  timely  in  view 
of  the  rapidly  approaching  vaca- 
tion  season. 


vague  idea  of  recapturing  the 
simple  delights  of  the  old  swim- 
ming hole  where  the  catfish  used 
to  bite.  Plus  a  trophy. 

Why  all  the  gadgets?  Why  this 
ponderous  preparation?  Will  he 
hear,  amidst  the  calculated  cast- 
ing of  his  fly-rod,  the  whispering 
of  the  wind?  Will  he  sense  the 
strength  and  dignity  of  the  trees? 
Will  he  see  the  carpet  beneath 
them?  Will  he  find  peace  and  com- 


mode to  live  these  days. 

fort  in  the  rain?  Will  he  bless  the 
sun?  I  doubt  it. 

He's  a  creature  of  what  we  call 
civilization — lopsided  mentally  and 
physically.  His  daily  life  is  satu- 
rated with  speed,  noise  and  deadly 
routine.  Herded  into  jostling 
crowds,  he  shuns  solitude  as  he 
would  a  plague.  The  apparent  fu- 
tility of  material  and  moral  hus- 
bandry has  him  licked.  He's  a 
lonely  frightened  soul.  His  make- 
shift god  is  Success,  measured  by 
his  income  tax  and  what  the 
Joneses  do.  But  he  can't  bait  his 
own  hook. 

Some  of  the  great  thinking  in 
this  country  has  been  done  on  the 
banks  of  what  we  call  a  "crick" 
in  my  country,  at  the  butt  of  a 
cane  pole  with  a  worm  or  minnow 
on  the  other  end.  Some  has  been 
done  behind  the  plow.  Some  at  the 
handle  of  an  axe.  Since  then 
we've  gained  in  conveniences  and 
luxury  but  we've  lost  in  conviction 
of  what  really  counts. 

I'm  minded  of  the  dudes  whip- 
ping the  mountain  streams  of 
Wyoming  while  the  bull  cook  and 
a  wrangler,  poking  poles  with 
worm-baited  hooks  out  between 
the  alders  farther  upstream, 
caught  the  trout  for  supper.  I'm 
minded  of  the  nights  we  caught 
frogs  and  fished  in  the  backwaters 
of  the  Illinois  River  and  then  ate 
'em  by  a  campfire — listening  to  the 


The  LaSalle  Parish  Wildlife 
Federation,  formally  organized  at 
a  meeting  held  in  the  Jena  court- 
house, the  last  week  in  March, 
took  no  action  on  a  resolution 
favoring  the  establishment  of  a 
commission,  whose  members  would 
serve  staggered  terms  of  from  one 
to  six  years,  to  administer  the 
game  and  fish  resources  of  Loui- 
siana. A  resolution  favoring  such 
a  commission  to  replace  the  pres- 
ent form  of  operation  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department 
was  tabled,  after  some  discussion. 

About  200  people  attended  the 
meeting  which  was  called  to  form 
a  sportsmen's  club  in  LaSalle  Par- 
ish, and  some  85  members  were 
enrolled  at  the  first  meeting.  The 
organization  voted  to  affiliate  it- 
self with  the  Louisiana  Wildlife 
Federation. 

Principal  addresses  were  made 
by  Sylvan  W.  Nelken,  agricultural 
head  at  Northwestern  State  Col- 
lege, Natchitoches  and  V.  E.  Smith, 
Loranger,  a  director  of  the  Loui- 
siana Wildlife  Federation.  Mr. 
Smith,  in  the  course  of  his  talk, 
stated  that  the  Louisiana  Wildlife 
Federation,    with    possibly    60,000 


members  this  year,  would  favor  a 
commission  to  divorce  the  game 
and  fish  department  from  politics. 

Officers  and  directors  of  the ! 
new  sportsmen's  club  were  elected 
at  the  first  meeting.  They  were 
E.  W.  Plummer,  Jena,  President;! 
Fred  Collin,  Olla,  First  Vice-Presi- 
dent;  Herbert  DePriest,  Tullos, 
Second  Vice-President;  C.  E.  Cam- 1 
mack,  Jena,  Secretary  and  Bill  | 
Brasher,  Jena,  Treasurer. 

Directors  representing  all  parts 
of  the  parish  were  also  elected  and 
and  include  Jimmy  Lindsey,  Olla; 
Fred  Minard,  Urania;  Bud  Shuflin, 
Tullos;    A.   J.   Fortson,   Jr.,   Jena;; 
A.    A.   Newburg,    Midway;    W.   M.  j 
Palmer,    Good   Pine;   J.   D.   Davis, 
Whitehall;    R.    W.    Wagner,   Jena; 
E.  E.  Jones,  Jena;  Arthur  Gibson, 
Magnolia;  Lawrence  Wright,  Jena;  j 
T.  S.  Butler,  Jena;  Glenn  Drewett,  | 
Jena,   and   Ernest  Andrews,  J^na. 

Motion  pictures  furnished  by 
the  Educational  Division  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment were  shown  the  gathering  by 
Bob  Owens. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  monthly 
meetings  and  to  rotate  by  towns 
throughout  the  parish. 


Opelousas  Wildlife  Association  Favors 
Creation  of  Game  Commission  for  State 


A  number  of  resolutions  recom- 
mending changes  in  fish  and 
g'arr.e  legislation  were  adopted  by 
the  Opelousas  Wildlife  Association 
at  a  meeting  held  in  the  court- 
house at  Opelousas  Friday,  April 
9th. 

The  group  also  discussed  plans 
for  being  represented  at  the  an- 
nual convention  of  the  Louisiana 
Wildlife  Federation  to  be  held  in 
Alexandria  May  1st  and  2nd. 

Among  the  resolutions  adopted 
was  one  pledging  support  to  the 
Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation  in 
its  efforts  to  have  the  Legislature 
pass  appropriate  laws  to  make  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment into  a  commission. 

At  the  legislative  session  two 
years  ago  a  bill  to  this  effect 
sponsored  by  the  Federation  was 
defeated  in  committee  after  a 
hearing. 

Another  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Opelousas  sportsmen's  group 
favored  a  law  to  prohibit  the  sale 
of  wild  rabbits,  which  is  now 
permitted  during  the  open  season. 

The  Opelousas  group  also  fa- 
vored a  resolution  requesting  uni 


form   open   seasons   on  game  reg- 
ulated by  the  State. 

The    group    also    voted    to    ask  j 
the    St.    Landry    legislative    dele-  I 
gation    to    exert    their    efforts    in 
behalf    of    obtaining    an    increase 
in  appropriations  for  enforcement  ' 
of   game    and    fish    laws    and    for 
more   funds   to   give    enforcement 
agents  more  travel  allowances. 

Major  James  Brown,  director  of 
the  Fish  and  Game  Division  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment, and  Dr.  James  N.  Gowan- 
loch,  chief  biologist  of  the  De- 
partment, were  guests  at  the 
meeting. 

Edmond  Pavy  and  George  Dai- 
gle  were  elected  delegates  to  rep- 
resent the  Opelousas  sportsmen  at 
the  Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation 
convention.  Anthony  Cachere  and 
A.  K.  Smith  were  named  alter- 
nates. 


far-off    music    of    hounds    running 
a  'coon. 

I'm  minded  of  the  psalmist  who 
said:  "HE  maketh  me  to  lie  down 
in  green  pasture.  HE  leadeth  me 
beside  the  still  waters.  He  restor- 
eth  my  soul." 


The  longest  flight  on  record  for 
any  banded  bird  is  that  of  an 
Artie  Tern  banded  at  Turnevik 
Bay,  Labrador,  and  found  on  the 
beach  at  Margate  on  the  east  coast 
of  South  Africa.  The  shortest 
possible  distance  between  points 
is  8,000  miles  and  the  probable 
course  would  be  around  9,000 
miles. 


An    elephant's    trunk    contains 
40,000   muscles. 


LOUISIANA  GAME,  FUR  AND  FISH 


Highest  Courts  in  Land  Uphold  Principle 
of  Fish  and  Game  Legislation 


(EDITOR'S  NOTE: — Many  of  our  good  citizens  may 
imagine  that  the  game  and  fish  laws  of  Louisiana  are  new 
and  exceptional,  and,  maybe,  devised  to  harrass  the  people, 
or  merely  to  obtain  revenue.  It  is  therefore  interesting  to 
know  that  many  of  the  laws  of  Louisana  are  similar  to  laws 
which  in  some  instances,  were  enacted  scores  of  years  ago 
by  other  states  and  upheld  by  various  courts.  Excerpts  of 
decisions  rendered  by  the  highest  courts  will  be  published 
from  time  to  time,  as  a  new  feature,  compiled  for  us  by 
Harry  P.  Gamble,  Sr.,  counsel  for  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department.) 

The  question  of  state  authority  of  wild  game  came  up  for  con- 
sideration in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  U.  S.  in  1896  in  Greer  vs. 
State  of  Connecticut,  161  U.  S.  Page  519,  522,  528,  and  Mr.  Justice 
White  of  Louisiana  was  the  writer  of  the  opinion  handed  down  by 
the  court.  In  that  case,  it  being  one  of  the  earlier  cases,  the  court 
went  into  the  history  of  the  subject  matter;  and  the  case  has  become 
one  of  great  authority.  Chief  Justice  White  was  from  Louisiana,  born 
on  Bayou  Lafourche;  and  subsequently  became  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Court. 

"From  the  earliest  traditions  the  right  to  reduce  animal  ferae 
naturae  to  possession  has  been  subject  to  the  control  of  the  law- 
giving power. 

"The  writer  of  a  learned  article  in  the  Repertoire  of  the  Journal 
du  Palais  mentions  the  fact  that  the  law  of  Athens  forbade  the  killing 
of  game " 

"Among  other  subdivisions,  things  were  classified  by  the  Roman 
law  into  public  and  common.  *  *  *animals  ferae  naturae,  which,  having 
no  owner,  were  considered  as  belonging  in  common  to  all  the  citizens 
of  the  State. 

"In  the  feudal  as  well  as  the  ancient  law  of  the  continent  of 
Europe,  in  all  countries,  the  right  to  acquire  animals  ferae  naturae  by 
possession  was  recognized  as  being  subject  to  the  governmental 
authority  and  under  its  power,  not  only  as  a  matter  of  regulation, 
but  also   of  absolute   control." 

"  'In  France,  as  well  as  in  all  other  civilized  countries  of  Europe, 
the  civil  law  restrained  the  liberty  which  the  pure  law  of  nature  gave 
to  every  one  to  capture  animals." 

"This  unbroken  line  of  law  and  precedent  is  summed  up  by  vhe 
provisions  of  the  Napoleon  Code,  which  declare  (arts.  714,  715)  : 
'There  are  things  which  belong  to  no  one,  and  the  use  of  which  is 
common  to  all.  Police  regulations,  direct  the  manner  in  which  they 
may  be  enjoyed.  The  faculty  of  hunting  and  fishing  is  also  regulated 
by  special  laws.'  Like  recognition  of  the  fundamental  principle  upon 
which  the  property  in  game  rests  has  led  to  similar  history  and 
identical  results  in  the  common  law  of  Germany,  in  the  law  of  Austria, 
Italy,  and,  indeed,  it  may  be  safely  said  in  the  law  of  all  the  countries 
of  Europe.  Saint  Joseph  Concordance,  vol.  1,  p.  68." 

"Blackstone  says: 

"by  the  law  of  nature  every  man  from  the  prince  to  the  peasant 
has  an  equal  right  of  pursuing  and  taking  to  his  own   use  all  such 

creatures  as  are  ferae  naturae But  it  follows  from  the  very 

end  and  constitution  of  society  that  this  natural  right  as  well  as  many 
others  belonging  to  a  man  as  an  individual  may  be  restrained  by 
positive  laws  enacted  for  reasons  of  state  or  for  the  supposed  benefit 
of  the  community.'  2  Bl.  Com.  410." 

"The  practice  of  the  government  of  England  from  the  earliest 
time  to  the  present  has  put  into  execution  the  authority  to  control 
and  regulate  the  taking  of  game." 

"Undoubtedly  this  attribute  of  government  to  control  the 
taking  of  animals  ferae  naturae,  which  was  thus  recognized  and 
enforced  by  the  common  law  of  England,  was  vested  in  the  colonial 
governments,  where  not  denied  by  their  charters,  or  in  conflct  with 
grants  of  the  royal  prerogative.  It  is  also  certain  that  the  power 
which  the  colonies  thus  possessed  passed  to  the  States  with  the  sepa- 
ration from  the  mother  country,  and  remains  in  them  at  the  present 

day, Kent  in  his  Commentaries,  states  the  ownership  of  animals 

ferae  naturae  to  be  only  that  of  a  qualified  property.  2.  Kent  Com. 
347.  In  most  of  the  States  laws  have  been  passed  for  the  protection 
and  preservation  of  game.  We  have  been  referred  to  no- case  where 
the   power  to   so   legislate   has   been   questioned,   although   the   books 


contain  cases  involving  controversies  as  to  the   meaning  of  some   of 
the  statutes." 

"The  ownership  of  game  is  in  the  people  of  the  State,  and  the 
Legislature  may  withhold  or  grant  to  individuals  the  right  to  hunt 
and  kill  game,  or  qualify  or  restrict  it,  as  in  its  opinion  will  best 
subserve  the  public  welfare.  No  one  has  property  in  animals  and 
fowls,  denominated  'game'  until  they  are  reduced  to  possession  .  .  . 
State  v.  Gallop,  126  N.  C.  979,  982,  983.  North  Carolina  Law. 

".  .  .  fish  and  game,  being  by  legislative  enactment  and  declara- 
tion the  common  property  of  the  whole  people  and  part  of  the  food 
supply  of  the  State,  the  Legislature  has  not  only  the  authority  to 
regulate  the  slaughter  of  such  game,  but  to  make  such  laws  as  may 
be  necessary  to  accomplish  this  purpose  and  as  may  and  will  defeat 
evasions  and  prevent  violations  of  this  law."  Ex  parte  Blardone,  55 
Tex.  Crim.  189,  194.  Texas  Law. 

Grant  Parish  Police  Jury  Wants 
State  to  Set  Dates  for  Deer  Season 

The  Louisiana  Legislature  at  its 
1946  regular  session  voted  to  give 
to  Police  Juries  the  authority  to 
set  their  individual  deer  seasons. 
After  two  years  of  that  privilege, 
many  parish  bodies  are  ready  to 
give  that  responsibility  back  to  the 
Legislature,  and  at  least  one,  the 
Police  Jury  of  Grant  Parish  has 
officially  gone  on  record  as  favor- 
ing the  system  of  a  state-wide 
deer  season  as  before. 

The  legislation  in  question  is 
Act  284  of  the  1946  regular  ses- 
sion. It  provided  that  the  dates 
for  the  deer  season  in  Louisiana 
shall  be  between  November  1  to 
January  10,  with  authority  to 
police  juries  to  set  their  own  dates 
between  this  period  not  to  exceed 
a  maximum  of  45  days. 

Prior  to  the  adoption  of  this 
act,  Louisiana  had  a  set  season 
on  deer  which  was  uniform 
throughout  the  state,  and  the 
dates  were  November  15  to  Janu- 
ary 1. 

During  the  first  year  the  new 
act  was  in  effect  there  was  con- 
siderable confusion  as  many  police 
juries  were  slow  in  taking  action, 
while  others  passed  ordinances 
which  were  later  modified  and 
amended,  and  some  parish  bodies 
did  not  take  any  action  at  all. 
The  second  year  (last  season),  that 
the  act  was  in  effect,  there  was 
some  improvement,  but  consider- 
j  able  work  was  envolved  in  getting 
together  a  state-wide  compilation 
of  the  various  actions  taken  by 
police  juries  so  that  the  informa- 
tion could  be  made  available  to 
enforcement  agents  and  to  inter- 
ested deer  hunters. 

At  its  March  meeting,  the  Grant 
Parish  Police  Jury  went  on  record 
as  favoring  a  state-wide  concur- 
rent deer  season  as  before,  and 
decided  that  at  the  next  annual 
convention  of  the  Louisiana  Police 
Jury  Association,  it  will  sponsor 
a  resolution  to  that  effect  to  ob- 
tain the  sentiment  of  the  other 
police  juries  in  the  state. 


Crayfish  eyes  are  dark  at  night 
and  light  in  the  daytime. 


EDUCATION  IN  FORESTRY 
(From    Shreveport  Times) 

The  Louisiana  forestry  commis- 
sion and  the  state  department  of 
education  jointly  have  published  a 
book  entitled  "Ten  Lessons  in 
Forestry"  for  use  in  grade  schools 
throughout  the  state.  Experi- 
mentally, it  has  been  used  already 
in  eight  parish  school  systems  and 
is  expected  to  be  in  all  64  next 
fall.  It's  a  good  book,  well  gotten 
up,  and  the  step  of  putting  it  into 
the  curriculum  of  public  schools  is 
a  good  step.  J.  Walter  Meyers,  Jr., 
a  technical  forester  with  a  public 
relations  background,  and  Dr. 
Spencer  Emmons,  state  superin- 
tendent of  elementry  education, 
are  the  co-authors  and  deserve  con- 
siderable credit. 

The  book  is  not  meant  to  serve 
as  text  for  a  separate  course  in 
forestry  but  as  a  supplementary 
text  in  conjunction  with  courses 
in  science,  history,  geography  and 
language  and  as  a  large  scale  pro- 
gram of  forestry  education  and  ap- 
plication through  the  state's  public 
schools. 

Such  courses  are  valuable  addi- 
tions to  curricular  of  schools  and 
might  well  be  extended  into  other 
fields  of  Louisana's  natural  re- 
sources. Forestry,  however,  is  the 
most  important  field  from  the 
school  standpoint  at  the  moment, 
particularly  because  study  of  it 
fits  so  naturally  into  any  curricu- 
lum and  is  associated  so  easily 
with  other  studies.  "Ten  Lessons 
in  Forestry"  covers  its  field  well 
for  elementary  students.  It  is  pro- 
fusely illustrated  with  attractive 
drawings,  is  easy  to  read,  and 
covers  such  things  as  the  value  of 
forests  to  everyday  life,  how  trees 
grow  and  what  comes  from  them, 
types  in  Louisiana  and  how  to 
identify  them,  wildlife  in  the  for- 
ests, forest  enemies,  and  so  on. 

We  commend  both  the  depart- 
ment of  education  and  the  forestry 
commission    for    this    step    toward 
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LOUISIANA   GAME.   FUR   AND   FISH 


Louisiana's  Fur  Policies  Cited 
As  Mode!  by  Government  Official 


Louisiana's  fur  methods  and 
policies  were  highly  commended  by 
f'lani;  G.  Ashbroox,  an  oliicial  of 
the  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Serv- 
ice, in  an  address  delivered  at  the 
recent  annual  North  American 
Wildlife  Conference  held  in  St. 
Louis,  which  was  attended  by  over 
1600  conservation  leaders  from  all 
parts  of  the  nation,  Canada  and 
Mexico. 

In  his  talk  entitled,  "Fur-An  Im- 
portant Wildlife  Crop",  Mr.  Ash- 
brook,  told  about  how  more 
revenue  can  be  obtained  by  states 
to  increase  and  better  manage 
their  fur  resources  and  he  cited 
the  progress  that  has  been  made 
in  Louisiana  by  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  along  these 
lines. 

Excerpts  of  Mr.  Ashbrook's 
paper  are  as  follows: 

"The  fur  crop  in  the  United 
States  is  a  valuable  natural  re- 
source, and  the  fur  trade  in  all  its 
branches  is  one  of  our  import- 
ant commercial  industries.  Few 
people  outside  the  trade  itself  have 
any  adequate  conception  of  this. 
One  realizes,  of  course,  that  it 
represents  a  large  investment  and 
a  huge  annual  turnover  in  money, 
raw  materials,  and  manufactured 
products.  It  furnishes  gainful  em- 
ployment to  many  thousands  and 
gives  warmth  and  enjoyment  to 
many  more  thousands. 

"The  production  and  conserva- 
tion of  fur  animals  in  the  wild 
during  the  past  ten  years  have 
not  only  kept  some  of  our  finer- 
species  from  utter  extinction  but 
have  insured  a  continuing  supply. 
It  is  difficult  to  understand  the 
limited  active  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  fur  trade  in  matters  per- 
taining to  the  protection  and  in- 
crease of  fur  animals.  Here  is  an 
industry  whose  very  existence  de- 
pends upon  a  natural  resource 
over  which  it  cannot  exercise  any 
direct  control.  Yet  trappers, 
country  collectors,  raw-fur  receiv- 
ing houses,  and  other  branches  of 
the  fur  trade  year  after  year  take 
as  many  furs  as  they  can  possibly 
get  with  only  the  profit  motive 
in  mind. 

"There  is  a  science  of  fur-animal 
conservation,  which  is  specialized 
and  complex.  That  this  has  not 
been  more  effective  and  efficient 
in  the  United  States  is  no  reflection 
on  the  science  or  the  scientists, 
but  rather  on  the  public's  failure 
to  back  them  up.  True,  fur-animal 
science  when  conducted  properly 
is  costly;  but  it  more  than  pays 
for  itself  in  increased  value  and 
security  of  wealth  which  it  strives 
to  protect. 

"However  much  the  American  ' 
public  may  treasure  its  fur  animals  ! 
for  the  garments  and  comfort  they  j 
afford,   it  shows  little  concern  fori 


the  future  of  the  supply.  It  traps 
without  discretion;  destroys  and 
pollutes  habitats;  considers  the 
animals  "vermin",  predacious,  and 
too  competitive  with  other  forms 
of  wildlife.  There  is  no  reason  why 
the  production  and  conservation 
of  fur  animals  should  be  inimical 
to  maintaining  other  wildlife  re- 
sources. 

"Fur  animals  do  not  pay  their 
way  in  contributing  sufficient 
funds  to  adequately  finance  re- 
quired restoration  and  manage- 
ment work  in  practically  all  the 
States.  Our  trapping  population  is 
about  2,000,000.  Of  this  number 
750,000  purchase  licenses  and  pay 
less  than  $2,000,000  for  the  privi- 
lege. Hunters  outnumber  trappers 
six  to  one  and  12,000,000  of  them 
purchase  licenses,  thereby  con- 
tributing more  than  $28,000,000  in 
license  fees — more  than  14  times 
the  amount  received  from  trapping- 
licenses  in  the  48  States. 

"In  the  leading-  fur  producing 
states  fees  from  trapping  licenses 
are  less  than  $100,000  per  state. 
Revenue  received  from  hunting 
license  sales  in  the  five  leading 
States  returns  from  $1,260,000  to 
$1,800,000  to  the  State  Fish  and 
Game  Departments. 

"How  can  more  revenue  be  ob- 
tained by  States  to  increase  and 
better  manage  the  fur  resources? 
Louisiana,  the  largest  fur  produc- 
ing State  has  an  annual  raw  fur 
crop  of  $5,000,000.  Yearly  revenue 
received  from  licenses  sold  to  trap- 
pers and  fur  buyers  was  only  $26,- 
000.  From  what  source  does 
Louisiana  obtain  necessary  funds 
to  administer  fur  resources?  State 
has  excise  tax  on  furs  and  col- 
lects annually  $65,000  to  $75,000 
from  trappers  and  fur  dealers  who 
ship  furs  out  of  the  State.  In  addi- 
tion the  Department  of  Wildlife 
and  Fisheries  has  an  annual  in- 
come of  $300,000  from  furs  taken 
on  State  Game  preserves.  State 
also  receives  $100,000  from  share 
trapping  fur  animals  on  State 
game  preserves.  Additional  $15,- 
000  comes  to  the  State  from  sale 
of  alligator  skins  and  grazing 
rights  on  these  State  lands — a  total 
annual  income  of  $211,000  for  the 
Department  of  Wildlife  and  Fish- 
eries for  financing  restoration  and 
management  of  the  State  fur  busi- 
ness. 

"Other  State  Fish  and  Game 
Departments  would  do  well  to 
study  methods  used  in  Louisiana. 
Not  all  policies  and  methods  are 
applicable  to  other  states  but  some 
could  be  adopted  to  advantage. 
A  severance  tax  for  trappers  and 
fur  dealers  who  ship  furs  out  of 
the  State  is  well  worth  consider- 
ing. This  is  Louisiana's  major 
source  of  income.  Graduated 
license  fees  for  resident  and  non- 


THE  FUR  BUSINESS 
(From    the    Shreveport    Journal) 

Many  women  will  be  made  com- 
fortable, admired  and  perhaps 
envied  because  of  the  marketing 
of  furs  from  animals  caught  this 
season  in  Louisiana. 

That  fur  represents  one  of  the 
state's  major  industries  is  shown 
by  sales  statistics.  Most  recent  in- 
formation revealing  the  enormity 
of  the  industry  was  furnished  by 
a  public  auction  of  muskrat  and 
other  furs  caught  on  state-owned 
preserves.  At  this  auction,  held  in 
New  Iberia,  bidders  purchased  39,- 
476  muskrat  and  miscellaneous 
furs  from  the  preserves  in  Cam- 
eron and  Vermilion  parishes.  As 
announced  by  Commissioner 
Luther  Montgomery  of  the  state 
wild  life  and  fisheries  department, 
top  prices  brought  by  muskrat 
pelts  was  $1.65%.  Included  in  the 
furs  disposed  of  on  the  auction 
block  were  those  of  1,611  mink, 
11  otter,  46  nutria  and  41  rac- 
coons. 

The  New  Iberia  auction  was  one 
of  a  number  of  state  sales  con- 
ducted so  far  this  season.  All  told, 
these  sales  have  yielded  $218,077. 
The  state's  "take  is  35  per  cent, 
while  65  per  cent  goes  to  the 
trappers. 

Judging  by  the  magnitude  of  the 
fur  industry  in  Louisiana  it's  no 
wonder  that  a  major  railroad  com- 
pany issued  a  timetable  picturing 
on  its  cover  a  Louisiana  beauty 
wearing  coat  made  from  Louisiana 
fur. 


J.  G.  Appel,  Chief 
Of  Enforcement 
Resigns  April  30 

Major  John  G.  Appel,  director 
of  the  enforcement  division  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment, has  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion to  Commissioner  Luther  S. 
Montgomery  effective  at  the  close 


Just  before  the  molting  period, 
ducks  and  geese  fly  to  bodies  of 
water  where  they  will  be  safe 
from  land  enemies.  The  reason  is 
the  fact  that  they  molt  their  pri- 
mary feathers  all  at  one  time  and, 
for  a  short  period,  cannot  fly. 


resident  fur  buyers  or  dealers  is 
another  source  of  obtaining  funds 
to  develop  fur  resources.  If  neither 
suggestion  is  practical,  then  it  is 
necessary  to  appeal  to  the  State 
Legislature  for  a  direct  appropria- 
tion to  finance  the  fur  resources 
work.  Revenue  coming  to  citizens 
of  the  State  from  fur  animals  con- 
tributes materially  to  the  State's 
economy,  therefore  an  investment 
of  funds  out  of  general  State 
revenues  to  increase  and  perpetu- 
ate the  fur  crop  on  a  high  plane  of 
productivity  is  only  good  busi- 
ness." 


John  G.  Appel 


of  business  April  30th.  The  Com- 
missioner stated  that  he  will  not 
appoint  a  successor  and  that  as- 
sistant enforcement  director  J.  C. 
LeBlanc  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
division  until  a  new  director  is 
named. 

Appel,  who  has  been  with  the 
Department  since  February,  1942, 
announced  that  he  was  resigning 
to  enter  private  business  in  Baton 
Rouge.  He  came  to  the  Depart- 
ment in  1942  after  years  of  serv- 
ice as  an  enforcement  officer  with 
the  State  Police  and  became  head 
of  the  enforcement  division.  He 
held  that  post  until  December, 
1944,  when  he  was  appointed  Com- 
missioner of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  when  it  was 
separated  from  the  former  Con- 
servation Department.  Major  Ap- 
pel served  as  Commissioner  until 
July,  1946,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  incumbent,  Com- 
missioner Montgomery,  and  re- 
sumed his  former  post  as  director 
of  the  Department's  enforcement 
division. 

Appel  expressed  his  apprecia- 
tion to  the  various  wildlife  and 
conservation  organizations  in  Lou- 
isiana for  the  assistance  and  co- 
operation given  him  and  the  en- 
forcement division.  He  stated 
that  he  will  continue  his  interest 
in  Louisiana's  wildlife  program  as 
a  private  citizen. 


By  using  its  sensitive  tail  as  a 
guide,  the  pocket-gopher  can  run 
down  his  hole  backwards  almost 
as  fast  as  he  can  forwards. 


